The new journal faced competition not only from general medical journals like the Lancet and British Medical Journal (which published more about venereal diseases then than they do today), but from specialist journals. In France, Annales des maladies veneriennes had been founded in 1906; in the discussed in several papers, and some authors thought highly of it. Other reports appeared on the value of fever therapy, which had been developed for the treatment of neurosyphilis, in chronic gonorrhoea and disseminated gonococcal infections, particularly arthritis. One enthusiast wrote that "thermogenic procedures are destined to play an ever-increasing role in venereology".6 The treatment of gonorrhoea remained thoroughly unsatisfactory until the advent of sulphonamides. In 1938 the first paper on this subject appeared in the Journal, a study of the effect of sulphanilamide on gonococcal urethritis in men.7 Many more publications followed on the efficacy and toxicity of other sulphonamides.
Although sulphonamides constituted a major advance, on the whole the BJVD in its first 20 years makes rather dispiriting reading. The speciality was firmly rooted in syphilis and gonorrhoea, and apart from occasional reviews of lymphogranuloma venereum 33 Throughout the post-war period the epidemiology and behavioural aspects of venereal diseases were often studied in the BJVD, and there were many articles on the situation over- Genitourinary Medicine is the oldest of these, having been published continuously for 70 years. Seventy years is a long time in medicine, and during this period the study of sexually transmitted diseases and related subjects has been transformed. It may be asked whether the journal has fulfilled the aims of its founders: To enable workers in the fieldclinicians, microbiologists and their associates-to keep abreast of progress, to publish accurate and informative articles with bibliographies, and to foster the development of a scientific attitude to the subject. I suggest that the answer is res ipsa loquitur, the thing speaks for itself.
